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At the outset I would like to thank the Government of Japan for hosting this meeting and the
members of Group of Eminent Persons for your attendance. Thanks also Chairperson Shiraishi for
the opening remarks.

Today, many NGOs are actively working towards a world free of nuclear weapons. The
International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) is growing, and the Japan NGO
Network for Nuclear Weapons Abolition is becoming more and more active. The 6" Global
Citizen's Assembly for the Elimination of Nuclear Weapons will convene tomorrow here in
Nagasaki. Representing the NGO community, I would like to raise some points which can hopefully
serve discussions at your Group.

Firstly, any use of nuclear weapons would be contrary to the rule of international humanitarian law,
under any circumstances. Your “Building Bridges” Report of this March included as one of the
“hard questions” whether a limited use of nuclear weapons can be permissible under extreme
circumstances of self-defense, mindful of international humanitarian law. However, the very
experience of the Hibakusha unequivocally tells that any use of nuclear weapons would not be
permissible on humanitarian grounds. This was also the conclusion of governments and experts at
the three International Conferences on the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons. We urge you
to take the reality of Nagasaki seriously in your discussion on this matter.

Secondly, security dependent on nuclear deterrence is highly fragile and dangerous. Your March
Report stated that nuclear deterrence is “a dangerous long-term basis for global security,” and that
“all states should seek a better long-term solution.” We believe that nuclear deterrence is dangerous
not only in the long-term but also even today. Nonetheless we appreciate that you referred to the
need for alternative security, which could replace nuclear deterrence. We encourage you to clearly
state the dangerous nature of nuclear deterrence in your recommendations to the 2020 NPT Review
Conference.

Thirdly, nuclear-armed states are recently moving to deny disarmament based on international laws
and agreements. The US departure from the Iran deal and termination of the INF Treaty are highly
concerning. The 5 Nuclear Weapon States are refusing to fulfill their obligations and commitments
under the NPT Article VI and past Review Conference agreements, using the “international security
environment” as an excuse. Such behavior undermines the credibility of the NPT, and international-
law-based disarmament in general. We would like to urge your Group to send a strong signal
against these behaviors of nuclear-armed states.

Fourthly, nuclear-armed states should stop taking a hostile attitude to the Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) and pressuring others not to sign or ratify the treaty. Such behavior
runs contrary to the “civility in discourse” that your Group is advocating for. As states in a position
to do so sign and ratify it, the TPNW will soon enter into force and the norm that sets nuclear
weapons evil will be strengthened. This will reinforce nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation
and thus supplement the NPT. As Eminent Persons, you are encouraged to advise nuclear-armed
states to accept the reality and restore calmness.

Fifth, I would like to draw your attention to the need to incorporate gender perspectives and
enhance women's participation in nuclear disarmament processes. Reflecting the increased
discussion at international disarmament fora and the efforts in NGO community, we would like to



encourage your Group to discuss gender and disarmament and put forward a recommendation in
this regards.

Lastly, we would like to ask the Government of Japan, host of the Group of Eminent Persons, to
make efforts to further promote the recognition of the inhumane nature of nuclear weapons, in
partnership not only with NGOs, but also with wider actors of civil society, including from
education, business, media, Red Cross, and religions.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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