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Call for Action for Nuclear Weapons Abolition
On the 75th anniversary of the Atomic Bombings

In August 1945, the United States dropped an atomic bomb on each of the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Both
cities were destroyed, killing hundreds of thousands indiscriminately. Seventy-five years have now passed since
then. With hope of seeing a world free of nuclear weapons while they are still alive, the Hibakusha (atomic bomb
survivors) have told of their experience of this living hell, and shared their urgent appeal for nuclear weapons
abolition. The average age of the Hibakusha is now over 83 years old. Yet, more than 13,000 nuclear weapons still
exist on this planet.

Nuclear disarmament by nuclear-weapon states, especially the two nuclear superpowers, the United States and
Russia, has been so slow that they cannot be said to be fulfilling their obligations under the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). The Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty expired in August of last year;
there are concerns that the New START might expire early in 2021; and there are reports that nuclear tests may be
resumed — the international rules for disarmament are breaking down, one by one. The nuclear- weapon states are
openly promoting the development and deployment of more "usable" nuclear weapons, and a new nuclear arms
race has begun.

The threats of nuclear proliferation and nuclear terrorism are becoming more serious. There are high tensions in
the regional situations in East Asia, including the Korean Peninsula, South Asia and the Middle East. Stockpiles of
plutonium and other fissile materials are exacerbating these threats. Emerging technologies such as artificial
intelligence (AI) are also adding to the uncertainty. Against this backdrop, the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists
brought the hand of the "Doomsday Clock" forward to 100 seconds to midnight this year.

We are now in the midst of the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic. Infectious diseases are a threat to global
human security, along with climate change and the resulting increase in severity of natural disasters. Now is the
time for the people and nations of the world to stand together in solidarity to confront such threats to our lives and
to environment. The world cannot afford to be embroiled in a nuclear arms race or to prepare for war.

In July 2017, the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) was adopted at the United Nations.
Recognizing the "unacceptable suffering” experienced by the Hibakusha of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as well as the
victims of nuclear testing, the treaty prohibits all activities related to nuclear weapons without exception, and
confirms that any use of nuclear weapons would be contrary to the principles and rule of international
humanitarian law. A great many countries have already signed and ratified the treaty, and it is only a matter of
time before it is reaches ratification by 50 states and enters into force. Nearly 12 million people have signed the
International Signature Campaign in Support of the Appeal of the Hibakusha for the Elimination of Nuclear
Weapons (Hibakusha Appeal), which calls on all State Governments to join the treaty and eliminate nuclear
weapons immediately.

The governments of the nuclear weapon states continue to turn their backs on the TPNW. However, if citizens are
firmly aware of the inhumanity of nuclear weapons and speak out, it is possible to change the stance of their
governments. Countries that do not possess nuclear weapons themselves but have policies that rely on the nuclear
weapons of others are also rejecting the treaty. We cannot allow the government of Japan, the only nation to have
experienced atomic bombings in war, to continue to be an accomplice to these weapons.

We urge the governments and peoples of all the nations of the world to:

* Respect the NPT and other international laws for disarmament and non-proliferation, and

implement the nuclear disarmament commitments made in them without delay, with certainty
and in full.

* Listen to the voices of the Hibakusha and of nuclear test victims, who have experienced the
devastation of nuclear weapons, and learn about and convey the inhumanity of nuclear weapons.



»  States that have not yet signed or ratified the TPNW should proceed to sign and ratify it. In cases
where governments are reluctant to do so, firstly, activities should be mobilized among local
governments, the private sector including the financial sector and business, and civil society
actors, including education and faith-based groups.

We urge Japan’s parliamentarians and government to:

*  Set the goal of early signing and ratifying the TPNW, and conduct serious discussion in the Diet
about conditions for doing so.

* In the event that the TPNW enters into force and the first Meeting of the States Parties is held
before Japan's ratification, Japan should participate as an observer and contribute to the
advancement of nuclear disarmament.

*  Break away from a security policy that relies on nuclear weapons. The risks of dependence on
nuclear deterrence should be further discussed and measures should be taken to reduce the role of
nuclear weapons, including a policy of no-first use.

*  Consult on the legal and political framework for achieving and maintaining denuclearization and
peace on the Korean Peninsula, including the possibility of a Northeast Asian Nuclear-Weapon-
Free Zone Treaty.

* Given that Japan's massive possession of plutonium has become an international concern, to
freeze the Rokkasho reprocessing plant and work to reduce the amount of fissile material.

*  As the Hibakusha are aging, revitalize disarmament education, including through use of digital
and online technologies, to pass on the inhumanity of nuclear weapons to the younger
generations.

* Based on the July ruling in the Hiroshima District Court on the Black Rain case, which
recognized the effects of internal radiation exposure for the first time, the impacts of nuclear
weapons must be reconsidered from a broader perspective and this information applied to the
relief of victims.

*  Develop peaceful diplomacy that does not rely on military force, based on the pacifism of Article
9 of the Constitution. We oppose any change in policy that paves the way for armed attacks in the
name of self-defense.

We must not allow the fading of the experiences of the atomic bombings and of war to lead to the forgetting of
history and repetition of the mistakes of the past. Let us remember what nuclear weapons have brought upon
people, and break away from the fallacy that these weapons bring peace. As the world faces the crisis of the
pandemic, there is no more time to lose. We call on all nations and peoples of the world to act for the abolition of
nuclear weapons and for peace.
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